Hi Everyone,
I've been really busy, we have 1000 plus soldier's housed in newly constructed buildings and tents.  Mostly 30th Brigade and they are finally going home after a short trip to Kuwait. They are happy and telling war stories already. :-)That many soldiers can get rowdy but mostly nice guys and gals.
This is the Kulak Crew I’m directing now. They are Filipino and very nice.
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We are about 9% Females soldiers. They get to stay up close to the Admin tent where I work so I can keep an eye on them and protect them.  Well…They are all armed with M16’s etc. So they don’t require too much look’in after but I’m here if they need me. Funny thing is though, their lights and a/c’s keep going out so I grab my tools and go over to fix’em and most of the time they start working?? Go figure??
More work around out little part of the base
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The other day we found two pistols stashed in a tent. they were most likely ditched by a soldier who decided he couldn’t take them with him. One was kinda cool with what I believe to be a portrait of Saladin in the grip. The MP’s have them now.
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It's tough with no days off and 12 hr shifts to do much of anything. But things are good and I do get holidays. I took my Christmas already and a couple other guys and I went to Burger King on post, they ordered twice because it’s so rare to get to go to Burger King or the Pizza Hut. We all here appreciate the fact we get a holiday to get on a bus and go. Are you thankful to get to go to Burger King??? The highlight of the holiday came when we landed some Illegal Martini’s from some Hungarian dude and boy what a luxury cheap Russian stuff is. Our martinis come in any glass you can find, hopefully clean.  I stayed up late with my new star book and sat on my deck and star gazed for a couple hours. It was 30 degrees so I was pretty bundled up and had a nice evening. 
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Most of you heard about the attack in Mosul or saw it on the front pages of the Chronicle. Mosul is up the highway and really in northern Iraq. I’m in central Iraq, Balad, closer to Baghdad. The Mosul attack hasn't put us back into our Kevlar here…yet. Mosul use to be described as quite place w/ nice mountains by the soldiers. The dinning facility was hit by the rocket or mortar (some say it was a 122mm rocket) on the chow line. The pictures looked like it could be our own chow hall (DEFAC 1).
It left a crater where you get your forks and spoons. Apparently a real mess of death and injuries. Someone there was quoted as saying the blood was rolling out the door. Last count KBR lost 4 employees and 4 wounded. Most of the casualties were soldiers. We are also getting Mortars again in Mortarittaville.  So I guess that means another poor Mohammad got a bag of Dinarhs $ to feed his family from some rich pansy if he’d go lob a few mortars at our base. What a mess.  The Special Forces are outside the wire so they’ll get’em. They got a bunch last month. You never hear how good those guys are. 
Anyway, all is well, Thank you for sending me packages and letters and anything you send that I can’t use or eat will go directly to the soldiers passing through my work,  The PPC Annex, Tent City, LSA Anaconda  Balad, Iraq.
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Well gotta run, the lights are out in tent B-2 again. Those girls sure go through a lot of light bulbs.
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