Hi Everyone.
Oh, before I forget…about all the spelling errors in my invite, I couldn’t figure out the spell check using the group e-mail. ok that’s doone. (
I’ve been busy and the internet has been spotty at best. Be sure to join my new Yahoo Group. I sent you an invitation. I’m planning to send more frequent updates through the group e-mail. I’m not sure if people can just sign up or if I have to invite them but you can at least forward the invite or send me an email mailto:aggie_in_iraq@yahoo.com to have me add a friend to the group or someone I may have inadvertently dropped.
Things are going well and the elections went off pretty much without a hitch here in Balad...except this quote from the paper  “The worst attack on Sunday occurred in Balad, 80km north of Baghdad, when a suicide bomber detonated his explosives-laden vehicle next to a bus carrying Iraqi guard troops.” Police Lieutenant Haidar Karar said 18 guardsmen and the driver were killed in the initial blast and four more guardsmen later died of their wounds. US officials said they were still trying to determine if there were one or two attackers inside the car that detonated next to the bus”. 
That was pretty bad but that was in the town of Balad and that’s a few miles away. We heard it.  I’m at the old airbase just outside of town.  We had one red alert early from a mortar but that was it. This particular one didn’t go off. DOD came around and blew the hell out of it later…… and that made a big boom. ( It’s almost funny how everybody stops and looks at each other to help themselves decide if that boom was a good boom or bad boom. We are all just sheep. Ha!
The other day a mortar almost hit some guy, but he will be ok.  He will be back to his work in a few days. Lucky shot really. He was just walking along and then…boom!! I wonder if he will even remember it. I hope his ears are ok. The rest of him will be. But I wish these people would quit lobbing mortars in. What’s the point??  Iraq’s not so bad. You just have to get accustomed to the dust and mud. I haven’t been through the heat yet but I hear when the wind blows it’s like a turning on a hot hair dryer. Go ahead and try it some time. ( 
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Maybe the Iraqi people will be fine….maybe not…. I hear that if someone has a weapon pointed at you or a bomb strapped to them, it’s a good chance they aren’t Iraqi at all….maybe Saudi. 
But the kids still throw rocks at the convoys…. but don’t most kids throw rocks, at least sometimes?? Of course, I never did as a kid.
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Right now Iraq is free and maybe the Iraqis can someday feel free…I guess that’s why we fight.  If they only knew how precious, freedom is.   At least that would be nice and I’d like that….for everybody.
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A thank you from the people of Iraq.
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See ya!

