Hi Everyone, I hope you are all doing well.

Many of you know that I made it to Italy for RR. It was ok. Italy is beautiful but I should have planned a little better and the Euro is an assassin. I think I could have bought Thailand for what I spent on the trip. I went to Rome, Florence, Pisa and Venice. Venice was my favorite and not just because that’s where I got some killer sushi and pizza. Venice is relaxing because there are no cars trying to run you over and the piazzas are big and full of people enjoying the day in little cafes. 
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Now I’m safe back in Iraq, things are fine and the sky is gorgeous. These are soldiers gathering at the front Gazebo getting ready to head out to some other place in Iraq.
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We still get the occasional mortar round but it has really lessened over the last month. However, today we are on alert and required to wear all our PPE (personal protection equipment), Ballistic Jackets and Kevlar. The jackets just protect your vitals but they are class III armor and Kevlar is what you call your helmet, but nobody calls it a helmet unless you’re new. 
I think the reason for the alert is because it’s some sort of Islamic holiday and last April 9th KBR had an ill fated convoy that got ambushed and the battle that ensued lasted for over 2 hours. All I know is that we lost some truckers that day and they were remembered at the BBQ we had yesterday.  The good thing is I don’t hear about that kind of coordinated attack anymore but the threats are always there. 
At any one time there are thousands of trucks on the roads all over Iraq.
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The rebuilding process is an amazing feat of logistics and it all moves so fast. My work place got two new vehicles and now we work out of a trailer instead of a tent.  All brought up from Kuwait.  
In fact, all of our buildings are up and the tents are gone…… so no more tents for the soldiers moving through either…Hum? I hope we aren’t making them soft. ( 
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It’s starting to warm up a bit. It hit 90 the other day and people say that’s still cool. I’m expecting 125 plus. I have too much Montana blood in me for that kind of heat but I’m sure with a lot of water I’ll adjust. Also, we’ve had 3 confirmed cases of Leschminiases Disease. So far that is my biggest fear over here…getting bitten by a sand flea/fly.  If you get the disease, the only place to get treatment is at Walter Reed. I’d like to see my buddy Bryan, but not as a patient. If I have to go to the states it would kill my tax benefit. At least if I got hit by a mortar I might be able to go to Germany to heal. Ok! Let’s talk about something else! (
My next RR!! RR kinda helps you keep going in a place like Iraq. Right now I’m leaning toward Thailand; I need a place cheaper then Italy. A place where I can lie on the beach and have girls bring me stuff.  I have an older friend here in Iraq who has a girlfriend in Thailand and is building a house there.  He says I can have a massage for 4 bucks and that includes the beer…..not a bad deal!!!  (Oh! And my airfare is free.)  My friend also said the people always smile and that you have to smile a lot too. I should be good at that!!!!  I still have time to change my mind but the diving looks great, the tsunami is mostly behind them, they are smiling again and the view in Phuket and Phi Phi Island are kinda nice.
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Maybe I’ll meet a nice girl who dives and won’t mind opening my beer.
Anyway, I hope you all are doing well and congrats to everyone who now has an addition to the family and to those of you who are uniting to form a new family.  I’m truly happy for you.  I wish I could be there to celebrate with you guys. Boy do things change fast.  
Miss you guys,  Scott  
