
Hello from Balad again, Just a quick update to let you know I’m fine and to say hi! 
The temperature is HOT.  It’s been over 110 everyday this month. I know because I ordered two radio temperature gauges that are outside in the shade. This is the receiver on my desk.
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Thank Gawd!!!! for A/C. I know now why the indigenous population all wears those dress things. Much cooler. Yes there is a word for what they call them but I don’t know what it is. They look like dresses to me. Hope I don’t offend anyone.
Anaconda: we are building on this site like there is no tomorrow. Steel, Concrete, everything.  It’s amazing how much material we go through in a camp this size. It’s bigger then most small towns. We are somewhere between 25 and 30 thousand people at any given time. But remember, it’s still like 15 square miles, (3x5) so still a lot of space even with the airfield. You can drive around the whole thing in 30 minutes or so. 
This is the dump. Notice the sign, good to see we still have a sense of humor.
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This is one of the many new ASV’s (Armored Security Vehicle). The troops learning to drive them say they are great.  In a lot of ways, better then a tank. I asked if I could drive as a joke and the young soldier said “I’m sorry sir, that wouldn’t be allowed” He was really business like. I told him to drop and give me twenty.
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This is the Memorial dedicated May 8th. It sits in the middle of the KBR compound. Some KBR guys found this gun and got permission to restore it. Their names are on the bottom.  Also you can see the “T-Walls” in the background. They surround just about ever building on base now. The Idea is when mortars or rockets hit it minimizes the damage, unless it hits inside and you are inside too, but then, at least your neighbor would be ok. 
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ON MAY 8, 2005 TO THE MEMORY
OF THE KBR EMPLOYEES AND
SUBCONTRACTORS WHO HAVE
GIVEN THEIR LIVES IN THE
PURSUIT OF DEMOCRACY FOR THE
PEOPLE OF IRAQ
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Over in “KBR Land”, Our side of the base, we have adopted “Rags”  Vector Control (Pest Control) said that they would not remove her or let the Marines eat her.  Hurray!! We have a new pet and a place for rabies to start!!!  She, we think a she, lives under the conex behind her. She’s out every morning and doesn’t run from the trucks now but still jumps around like she needs riddlin. Did somebody say “Fox Hunt”?? (jk) she’s a darling. Can I use that word to describe a rodent??  The Problem is some people feel the need to feed her so now there are plates of food, fried chicken and other stuff next to her entrance. For Gods sake people!!!, She’s a Fox!! She will take care of herself!! You’re making a mess!!!  The other day she had a mouse and I rather enjoyed thinking that she preferred it to fried chicken. She’s become so popular that Materials Management may not be allowed to move her container. I hear now in the U.S. the courts can take your house. So who knows what will happen over here??
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I’m on my way to Thailand. I’m sure I’ll have fun. I’ve heard nothing but good things about the people and culture. I have a bungalow just off the beach in a forest of green that includes two Romantic Thai dinners on that same beach at sunset. Yes I think that’s cool. Sorry you can’t be with me.  I’ll have to work fast however, to find a girl who likes Thai food, beaches, good wine, moon light, candles, flowers and relaxed conversation. Where could I find one like that????  Anyway, I am so ready to learn about another culture and share a real meal with a pretty girl that I’m sure I’ll meet someone.
 In fact, one of the guys over here got married when he was there last month. It was unplanned but he said he met her in a small shop in Pattaya and spent a couple of days with her and just wanted to marry her.  She agreed, not to surprising, he’s a big “American” teddy bear. She first refused a ring at the store because it was too much but he convinced her it was ok. I think the ring was 35,000 Baht ($886). Later they rented a truck and drove up north to stay with her parents in some village. He slept on a matt on a bamboo floor and by the next morning the parents had called a monk and the village was preparing for big Buddhist wedding. They walked through the village to a specially prepared hut where he says they just kissed. (  Kinda neat, Kinda crazy, but wow, he got married. He seems happy and now she e-mails all the time. I don’t think that will happen to me. I’m to uptight to relax enough to let that happen, working on that however. But I do wonder what it would be like to meet a girl that thought it was just the right thing to do, to rub your feet after a long day of walking.  Ha! Guys are really simple. I’d kill for a girl like that and she wouldn’t really have to rub my feet. It’s the thought that counts.
Scott

